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REDRESS WA — PAYMENTS 

816. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 

I note the Premier’s support in response to the abuse that occurred at St Andrew’s Hostel in Katanning. 

(1) Will the Premier now reconsider his bad decision to slash the Redress WA maximum payment? 

(2) Will the Premier commit to provide extensive counselling services beyond the six sessions offered by 
Medicare as a new arm of the Redress scheme for these victims? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question and the inferred agreement that the Blaxell inquiry into the sexual 
abuse and intimidation of children at St Andrew’s Hostel in Katanning is, I think, supported by all 
members. That inquiry is underway and I think Peter Blaxell is well qualified and well suited to the 
task. With respect to Redress WA, that has been debated before. We made a decision that we would 
reduce the maximum payment. To date, 6 000 or so payments have been agreed to and accepted. We 
will not revisit that. That is the best outcome that could be expected. Bear in mind that even to do that 
the state government had to significantly increase funding for Redress. What had been put in the 
forward estimates by the previous government was totally inadequate to fund even a reduced level of 
payment. I again make the point that, to the best of my knowledge, only Western Australia and 
Queensland have offered any compensation to people in a Redress-type situation. The commonwealth 
government, despite its fine words and the apology and the like, has not put a dollar into it. Western 
Australia and Queensland can feel proud that they have at least done something to redress the 
situation — 

Dr A.D. Buti: And Tasmania. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Okay, Tasmania has done it, but it was very limited and there was nothing from the 
commonwealth. I commend the previous government for initiating the Redress scheme. We did change it by 
reducing the maximum payment but we have paid it out. That is not the end of the matter and it does not make 
up for what happened to those children, but I think it is an appropriate payment. Something like $120 million has 
been spent on the scheme to this point. 
 


